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Prayers

Dispel, O Lord, O Father of Lights,

all clouds of doubt and the darkness about
our earthly course;

that in your light we may see light,

and come both to know you as we are
known,

and to love as we are loved,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

- from
Occasional Prayers Reconsidered

~Y

God our Father, in all the mysteries of this
life,

help us to know in whom we have believed,

and in that knowledge may we find the love
that beats at the heart of creation;

through Christ our Lord.
- A. S. Peake (1865-1929)

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.

Used by permission.
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Dear Readers,

Throughout our lives, we grow and change in ways
we could have never expected, in part because we could
never have imagined the twists and turns coming our
way. Our frameworks for navigating the world change
and our paradigms shift when things we did not even
conceive of, whether painful or wondrous or both, enter
our understanding. These moments are essential for our
spiritual growth.

William Blake said, “If the doors of perception were
cleansed, everything would appear to man as it is,
infinite.” Spiritual transformations occur when the soul
opens up and the heart sees the truth and goodness in
what the Lord has disclosed. Perception and perspective
are integral to our growth into the fullness of our
humanity; without pressing their boundaries, we are
mere shadows. This issue of ODB focuses on moments
that lead to new understanding or insight, and thus to
deeper faith and more potent love. We hope you will find
it as enlightening to read as we found it to create.

Many blessings,
Leah Goodwin & Kevin Baxter
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SEP

WWJS?

Rev. Dr. George F. Dole

2 Kings 6:1-17

Now the company of prophets said to Elisha, “As
you see, the place where we live under your charge
is too small for us. Let us go to the Jordan, and let us
collect logs there, one for each of us, and build a place
there for us to live.” He answered, “Do so.” Then one of
them said, “Please come with your servants.” And he
answered, “I will.” So he went with them. When they
came to the Jordan, they cut down trees. But as one was
felling a log, his ax head fell into the water; he cried
out, “Alas, master! It was borrowed.” Then the man of
God said, “Where did it fall?” When he showed him
the place, he cut off a stick, and threw it in there, and
made the iron float. He said, “Pick it up.” So he reached
out his hand and took it.

Once when the king of Aram was at war with Israel,
he took counsel with his officers. He said, “At such and
such a place shall be my camp.” But the man of God sent
word to the king of Israel, “Take care not to pass this
place, because the Arameans are going down there.”
The king of Israel sent word to the place of which the
man of God spoke. More than once or twice he warned
such a place so that it was on the alert. The mind of the
king of Aram was greatly perturbed because of this; he
called his officers and said to them, “Now tell me who
among us sides with the king of Israel?” Then one of
his officers said, “No one, my lord king. It is Elisha, the
prophet in Israel, who tells the king of Israel the words
that you speak in your bedchamber.”

He said, “Go and find where he is; I will send and
seize him.” He was told, “He is in Dothan.” So he sent
horses and chariots there and a great army; they came
by night, and surrounded the city. When an attendant
of the man of God rose early in the morning and went
out, an army with horses and chariots was all around
the city. His servant said, “Alas, master! What shall we
do?” He replied, “Do not be afraid, for there are more
with us than there are with them.” Then Elisha prayed:
“O Lord, please open his eyes that he may see.” So the
Lord opened the eyes of the servant, and he saw; the
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all
around Elisha.

Luke 11:29-36

When the crowds were increasing, he began to say,
“This generation is an evil generation; it asks for a
sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of
Jonah. For just as Jonah became a sign to the people of

Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be to this generation.
The queen of the South will rise at the judgment with
the people of this generation and condemn them,
because she came from the ends of the earth to listen
to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something greater
than Solomon is here! The people of Nineveh will rise
up at the judgment with this generation and condemn
it, because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah,
and see, something greater than Jonah is here! “No
one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar, but on
the lampstand so that those who enter may see the
light. Your eye is the lamp of your body. If your eye
is healthy, your whole body is full of light; but if it is
not healthy, your body is full of darkness. Therefore
consider whether the light in you is not darkness. If
then your whole body is full of light, with no part of it
in darkness, it will be as full of light as when a lamp
gives you light with its rays.”

Secrets of Heaven 9103:3

In an earthly state, we see things in the light of this
world, a light we could call “earthlight” We acquire
this light by means of the observable things we take
in through our sight and hearing and therefore by
means of observable things in this world. So inside
ourselves, we see these things almost as though we
were seeing them with our eyes. What we take in
through these senses affects us primarily in terms
of pleasure and delight. Eventually, as little children,
we distinguish between different delights and in this
way learn discernment, which gradually becomes
more discriminating. When some light from heaven
flows into this, we begin to see things spiritually and
for the first time to see what is useful and what is not.
On this basis we begin to see what is true, because we
see what is useful to us as true and what is useless as
not true. This clarity of perception grows as heaven’s
light flows in until finally we can tell the difference not
only between what is true and what is not true but can
identify the truths within the truths, more and more
clearly as the communication between the inner and
the outer self improves. This is because heaven’s light
flows into the outer self through the inner self.

Message

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
(Psalm 119:105)

One of the watchwords of evangelical Christianity
in the nineties was the question “What would Jesus
do?” It was commonly known by its acronym,
“WWJD.” 1t is a very good question. Its roots, of
course, go all the way back to the Gospels themselves.




When Jesus called the disciples to follow him, he was
not talking simply about following in his physical
footsteps. “If anyone desires to come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me”
(Matthew 16:24).

It is of critical importance, though, to recognize
that he did not say we were to take up his cross. We
cannot lay down his life. I must take up my cross. You
must take up your cross. We cannot just mechanically
imitate what Jesus did. He acted in response to his
circumstances, and we are to act in response to our
own. This means that we cannot answer the question
“What would Jesus do?” until we have found an
answer to the question “What would Jesus see?”

This is a searching question, because while
physically we “see” everything within our range
of vision, we attend to only a fraction of that. Some
people, I gather, are very clothes-conscious, and can
tell you in considerable detail what different people
were wearing on some particular occasion. Others
scarcely notice. From a strictly physical, materialist
point of view, all are seeing pretty much the same
thing. The signals that scoot along their optic nerves
to their brains are carrying pretty much the same
information. Something, something non-material,
seems to be filtering that information and allowing
only part of it to reach our waking consciousness.

Our theology tells us that the filter is our loves.
They determine what actively interests us. To the
extent that our main interests are physical, our
attention will be drawn to physical attractiveness
or unattractiveness. It often happens, though, that
sooner or later this physically unattractive person
turns out to be truly thoughtful, and we begin to see
the facial expressions of this thoughtfulness rather
than the facial terrain on which those expressions are
displayed. We can “see” this person giving us her or
his full attention, responding to what we are saying
or doing. These signals were there before, but we did
not see them because we were preoccupied with the
terrain.

The basic principle is right there in the Sermon
on the Mount. “The lamp of the body is the eye, so
if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of
light. If your eye is bad, though, your whole body
will be full of darkness” (Matthew 6:22-23). Jesus saw
with extraordinary clarity, a clarity that must have
increased as, step by step, he overcame the failings
of our human condition. He was, according to John’s
gospel, “the true light that enlightens everyone who
comes into the world” (John 1:9). It is a light that shines

in our darkness, and our darkness cannot master it
(John 1:5).

There is a striking statement in Secrets of Heaven
(§6917) that is well worth close attention. “The same
facts are false for evil people, because they are applied
to evil ends, that are true for good people because
they are applied to good ends.” Take just a moment
to adjust this notion to our experiences of ourselves
so that the “evil people” include ourselves at our
worst and the “good people” include ourselves at our
best, and we can put it to the test. When someone has
offended us and we are caught up in resentment, all
we can see is the negative side of “the facts” about
that individual. Suppose we realize that behind the
words that offended us lay pain and a plea for help,
and those same “facts” take on a very different color.

This calls us to rethink what we mean by the word
“truth.” It seems to be telling us that truth is not
simply something that we can learn and know. It is
first and foremost a way of seeing. The church teaches
us about our relationship with the Lord. The most
urgent question is not how accurate this information
is, but how it affects the way we see ourselves and
each other. “If you know these things,” Jesus said to
his disciples, “you are blessed if you do them” (John
13:17).

Functionally, nothing is true unless it enables us
to see what is good, which includes distinguishing it
from what is not good. That is “truth” not as what we
see but as the light that enables us to see. An essential
feature of the beauty of this space in which we are
gathered is that it is full of light. If the eye of the
church is clear, the whole body of the church is full
of light.

The Lord came into the world as “the true light,”
the light in which he saw everyone and that enables
everyone to see clearly. The gospels keep telling
us what he saw. He saw that his disciples were the
salt of the earth (Matthew 5:13). He saw the spirit
of God descending like a dove (Matthew 3:16). He
saw Jerusalem and wept over it (Luke 19:41). He saw
potential disciples and called them (Mark 1:16, 19). He
saw the faith of the people who let the paralyzed man
down through the roof (Luke 5:20).

If we take seriously the thought that truth is
something we are to do, this generates another list.
The Sermon on the Mount, for example, is full of
truths that we are to do. He told us to love our enemies
(Matthew 5:43). He told us to be forgiving (Matthew
6:15). He told us not to lay up treasures on earth
(Matthew 6:19). He told us not to judge (Matthew 7:1).
He told us to seek first the kingdom of God and his




righteousness (Matthew 5:33). If we want an honest
answer to the question “Are we a Christian country?”
we have a handy checklist to go by.

This brings us to the brink of our third reading
with its contrast between “earthlight” and spiritual
light. Current research is making it quite clear that
while we give conscious attention to only a fraction of
what we are seeing and hearing, we are taking it all
in. This means that our subconscious mind is vastly
better informed than our conscious mind. If we look
at ourselves in the light of our theology, this comes as
no surprise. Life is constantly flowing into us from the
Lord, and that life is a union of love and wisdom. As
it flows down through the discrete levels of our inner
being, it runs into problems. In the words of Secrets
of Heaven (§7270), “. . . the Divine-True that emanates
directly from the Divine-Good flows in by stages,
and in its course, or at each new stage, it becomes
more general and therefore coarser and hazier and
it becomes slower and therefore more sluggish and
colder” The more earthbound our thinking is, the
coarser and hazier it is.

Our third reading goes into a little more detail on
this subject. “When some light from heaven flows
into this [earthlit thinking], we begin to see things
spiritually and for the first time to see what is useful
and what is not. On this basis we begin to see what is
true, because we see what is useful to us as true and
what is useless as not true. This clarity of perception
grows as heaven’s light flows in until finally we can
tell the difference not only between what is true and
what is not true but can identify the truths within the
truths, more and more clearly as the communication
between the inner and the outer self improves.”

Jesus, we may be very sure, saw everything and
everyone in heaven’s light. This means that he would
see when what they were doing and saying was
groping in the darkness of earthlight. “Do not judge
by appearances,” he said (John 7:24). “You judge
according to the flesh. I do not judge anyone” (John
8:15). Time after time, we find him knowing what was
going on in the hearts and minds of both those who
supported him and those who resisted him; and in
every case, he saw a potential angel. He saw everyone
as in process, everyone as following some way. When
he said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John
14:6), he was not giving Thomas three separate facts.
The truth that he taught was the way that he followed
and the life that he led. It was the truth that he called
his disciples not simply to believe but to do. When he
sent them forth as apostles, he charged them to teach

this way, truth, and life, to teach all nations to observe
everything he had commanded them (Matthew 28:20).

The words of our closing hymn, “Lead, Kindly
Light” were written by the nineteenth-century
British clergyman John Henry Newman, evidently
late in his life. They give us a kind of autobiography of
one devoted Christian’s long journey out of darkness
into light. In some church traditions, members are
expected at one time or another to “give witness,” to
tell the stories of their own rebirth, and that, clearly,
was Newman'’s intent. He had come to see this world
as dark, “the encircling gloom,” and prayed to be led
by the Lord’s light. He looks back on his life and sees
that he was not “ever thus.” He had wanted to lead
himself, to choose his own path, and he was easily
misled by superficial appearances that now seem
merely “garish,” gaudy, all show and no substance.
Pride, he says, had ruled his will. In this we can see
his need to think well of himself; and we need to be
mindful at this point that during those dark years he
was a faithful, respected, and beloved pastor.

Through all this, he now can see, he was being led
toward the light. “So long Thy power hath blessed me,
sure it still will lead me on”; and though he cannot see
very far ahead, he can trust the love and wisdom of
that power. “I do not ask to see that distant scene; One
step enough for me.”

“Keep thou my feet.” Keep them on the way, step
by step by step. This, I would suggest, is how a life
looks when it is seen in heaven’s kindly light. It is
the light that the Lord brought into the darkness of
this world, the light that the darkness could neither
comprehend nor control, could not “master” in either
sense of that word. It does help to be honest about
how things look to us. If we accept responsibility for
this, then the way is open for the truly enlightening
question, “What would Jesus see?” Amen.

Meditation

It is God’s will that we receive three things from
him as gifts as we seek [him]. The first is that we seek
willingly and diligently, without sloth. ... The second
is that we wait for him steadfastly, out of love for him.
... The third is that we have great trust in him, out
of complete and true faith, for it is his will that we
know that he will appear, suddenly and blessedly, to
all his lovers. For he works in secret, and he will be
perceived, and his appearance will be very sudden.
And he wants to be trusted, for he is very accessible,
familiar, and courteous, blessed may he be.

- Julian of Norwich (1342-ca. 1423)




Monday, September 5

Daily Meditations

Thursday, September 8

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust consume and where thieves
break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Matthew 6:19-21

First: Honors and wealth are blessings and they
are curses. Common experience testifies that both the
pious and the impious, or both the just and the unjust,
that is, both the good and the wicked, possess dignities
and wealth; and yet no one can deny that the impious
and the unjust, that is, the wicked, go to hell, while the
pious and the just, that is, the good, go to heaven.

Divine Providence n. 217

Tuesday, September 6

The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is
healthy, your whole body will be full of light; but if
your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full
of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how
great is the darkness! Matthew 6:22-23

In heaven and also in hell there are both rich and
poor, and both great and small. From this it is clear
that dignities and riches were blessings in the world
with those now in heaven, while they were curses with
those now in hell. Ibid.

Wednesday, September 7

No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either
hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
wealth. Matthew 6:24

To set the heart on them is to love oneself in them;
and not to set the heart on them is to love uses and not
self in them. Ibid.

Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of
the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
of more value than they? Matthew 6:25-26

To this it must be added that some are led astray by
dignities and wealth but some are not. They lead astray
when they excite the loves of a man’s proprium, which
is the love of self; and it has also been stated that this is
an infernal love, which is called the devil; but they do
not lead astray when they do not excite this love. [bid.

Friday, September 9

And can any of you by worrying add a single hour
to your span of life? And why do you worry about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of
these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which
is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,
will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?

Matthew 6:27-30

The good regard the honor and profit of the office as
principal causes or motives, and personal honours and
gain as instrumental causes; but the wicked regard
personal honors and gain as principal causes, and the
honour and profit of the office as instrumental causes.

Ibid.

Saturday, September 10

Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?”
or “What will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” For
it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and
indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all
these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God
and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well. Matthew 6:31-33

A person who is in high office in the spiritual world
is in magnificence and glory, like that of kings on earth;
yet such do not regard the dignity itself as anything,
but the uses in the administration and discharge of

which they are engaged. Ibid.




SEP

DoOING 1s BELIEVING

Rev. Kevin K. Baxter

Isaiah 9:1-5

But there will be no gloom for those who were in
anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt
the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in
the latter time he will make glorious the way of the
sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

John 21:2-17

Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas
called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons
of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon
Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said
to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and
got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the
disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to
them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They
answered him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast the net
to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.”
So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul
it in because there were so many fish. That disciple
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some
clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea.
But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the
net full of fish, for they were not far from the land,
only about a hundred yards off. When they had gone
ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on
it, and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the
fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went

aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a
hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so
many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come
and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared
to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was
the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to
them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the
third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he
was raised from the dead.

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to
Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more
than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” A
second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you
love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said
to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love
me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third
time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord,
you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus
said to him, “Feed my sheep.

Message

Some congregations only use one reading each
Sunday. In fact, they only will use a sentence or two
from the Bible as “the reading.” This is due, I believe,
to a modern preaching maxim that tells the preacher
that focusing on one or two sentences, on a really
simple concept, is the only way to get the message
across.

I have to admit, this approach bothers me. And yet
one can make a good argument for its success. It’s like
the motivational speakers who focus on a variety of
simple acronyms to drive a particular point home. I'm
not sure whether or not those acronyms really can
transform a company, but they give people a common
thing to say and paste across their walls. In my other
life as a community organizational participant, the
district organizational officer called a meeting of all
the local heads, so I went. The district head spoke
about how happy he was to have been appointed and
about how he understands his job to be supporting
us and so on. Toward the end of his talk, he talked
about how we are all a team, and how “team” stands
for “Together Everybody Achieves More.”

The motivational/business speaker alarm bells
went off. I knew that he had attended a leadership
conference—and this was not the first time I had
heard this motto, because I remembered when my
mother had come back from a conference bearing a
tote bag with the TEAM logo on it.




I was instantly put off! But over the past month, I
have watched the group produce more communication
and input than we had over the last two years, and at
the bottom of each of our leader’s emails the slogan
“TEAM: Together Everybody Achieves More” is written.
It has given me pause. Are these seemingly trite
acronyms really that powerful?

I have spent much time thinking about it. What are
the most effective ways to lead? When I ask myself
this question, Ilook to Scripture for insight. In the last
two weeks, we have been looking at the call of the
disciples; this week we read Matthew’s version of the
call of the first four disciples, the same disciples we
heard about in John’s version last week. This week’s
version of the story is more familiar: the disciples
were called, dropped their nets immediately, and
followed Jesus.

I don’t remember Jesus using leadership acronyms
to motivate people. What would have happened if
Jesus had used the TEAM acronym as part of the
Sermon on the Mount—or, for that matter, in any of
the parables teaching the twelve?

Only after a few weeks and a phone Only to the deg ree that
we understand that

the Bible is a holy book
given to us by God
are we able truly to
understand the power
that lies within it.

call or two were both my suspicions
confirmed. The powerful TEAM
acronym had little to no true effect in
itself. That acronym, like the printed
words on the page of a Bible, is dead.

Whew! I was afraid someone would
throw tomatoes.

Words are containers. They hold

something. They hold a meaning and also give rise
to a meaning. That TEAM acronym is a container.
People in this community organizational group are
communicating more and working harder, but it’s
not because of the acronym. Rather, it’s because the
district officer really meant the words he said. He is
constantly working behind the scenes with people,
asking people to do things, calling them and checking
up on their progress. Teams achieve more because
being accountable to other people drives us to work
with more focus. Our district leader uses the TEAM
acronym, but he is also monitoring us to see that the
motto is enacted.

Just like that cute little motto, the Bible is a
container. Only to the degree that we understand that
it is a holy book given to us by God are we able truly
to understand the power that lies within it.

In communication theory, people are taught that a
filter stands between an author and his work, as well

as between the work and its reader. This filter consists
of a worldview and an understanding of language
itself, which is why educated translation is such a
difficult task. To translate well, one must understand
the work’s culture of origin, the culture of the reader,
and the language itself.

When I read a piece of fiction, it can offer sage
advice, be a timeless tale or a morality tale, and so
forth. I can learn good moral lessons from other forms
of media, too. They can all contain meaning, but there
is a difference between that and Scripture.

We can learn good moral truths from external
sources, but God tries to reach us from the inside as
well. When we look to Scripture as a container for the
Lord’s words, we understand it in such a way that
the truths that survive in the outside world—truths
that God has put in place—can reform us at the same
time that God is attempting to transform us from the
inside. A good moral book can only do the former.

We, like words, are containers too! And we
can only mean what it is that is in our core. In the
organization I mentioned above,
previous district leaders have used the
same type of acronyms and platitudes
as the current leader, but to little effect.
The difference? The person who is
currently presiding in the office means
what he says.

Martin Luther King, Jr. faced many
accusations during his career and even
after his death, among them that he
had used other people’s speeches as the basis for his
own and that he hadn’t said anything all that new—
and yet he was able to lead the civil rights movement
to new heights.

Some have asked what Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
should be. Does an extra shopping day or a vacation
day really celebrate his legacy? For some time now,
MLK Day has been a day on which people are
called to service. President Obama is using this day
to perform community service; so are students on
college campuses across the nation. This movement
came about because acknowledging Martin Luther
King Day became a container . . . and people were
beginning to fear what it did or did not contain.

Sunday;, too, is a container.

I don’t know about you, but I have known a good
number of fishermen. They all sit on their boats and
talk a lot. I like to think of those first disciples as folks
who were complaining about the Roman hierarchy,
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looking for the light in the darkness, and going about
their day—until one day, when they heard the call to
follow the Lord.

In this tradition, we understand fish as truths.
The fishermen were thus gathering truths, which is
a noble pursuit, but it was not in itself enough. (We
could compare what they were doing to modern-
day folk who attend leadership conferences, in the
process learning cute acronyms and catchy leadership
slogans.) They were gathering truths in their boat,
piling up more and more and more. But to what end?
They were already dissatisfied with politics and
religious bodies—what changed?

Our reading from Isaiah today is a prophecy
that this verse in Matthew fulfills. It talks of a light
coming and the Lord breaking the yokes burdening
the Israelites.

What things were keeping these two men in their
boats when they were questing for something else?
What gave them the fill of the truths they were
removing from the water toseekanew understanding?

It was the call of the Lord. It was a message to them
to start being.

We labor under the yoke of doubt and fear. Trusting
in the Lord relieves that burden so that we can free
ourselves from our restraints, whatever they may be.
Dr. King had all the reasons in the world not to act
for the causes he believed just, but he did. Knowing
something is different from believing it. Believing in
something means that we are motivated to action!

Sunday is a container. We are here because we
believe—but how, this week, do we put that belief
into action? How do we take one thing—our favorite
aspect of our church, our faith, or the Bible—and put
it into action? How are we called from our boats to
follow the Lord?

I'm sure each of us has a different answer, but there
is an answer there for each of us, because the Lord is
present to us all. If we can overcome our fears, if we
can overcome doubt, the yoke will be broken and the
Lord will be there to carry us. To do so, however, we
must not think, but believe. Amen.

Meditation

One cannot wait for conditions to be easy in order
to act. . .. When God becomes a child, he knows there
is no better way to express himself than through the
weakness of a child. That is love telling us that it
comes unarmed.

- Archbishop Christophe Munzihirwa

Daily Meditations

Monday, September 12

As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed
him, crying loudly, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!”
When he entered the house, the blind men came to
him; and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am
able to do this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.”

Matthew 9:27-28

The first of all is to acknowledge that the Lord is the
Savior of the world, for without this acknowledgment
no one can receive anything of truth and good from
heaven. Arcana Coelestia n. 10083

Tuesday, September 13

Then he touched their eyes and said, “According to
your faith let it be done to you.” And their eyes were
opened. Then Jesus sternly ordered them, “See that no
one knows of this.” But they went away and spread the
news about him throughout that district.

Matthew 9:29-30

Moreover, by all “the blind” whom the Lord healed
those were meant who are in ignorance, and who
receive Him and are illustrated by Him through the
Word; and in general all the Lord’s miracles signify
such things as are of heaven and the church, thus
spiritual things; from this it is that His miracles were
Divine, for it is Divine to act from firsts and to present
these in ultimates. Apocalypse Explained n. 239:21

Wednesday, September 14

After they had gone away, a demoniac who was mute
was brought to him. And when the demon had been
cast out, the one who had been mute spoke; and the
crowds were amazed and said, “Never has anything
like this been seen in Israel.” But the Pharisees said,
“By the ruler of the demons he casts out the demons.”

Matthew 9:32-34

For in hell those are called “demons” who are in
the lust of falsifying truths, and this is done chiefly
by reasonings; therefore “demons and demoniacs”
signify in an abstract sense lusts and falsities, as can
be seen from the passages in the Word where they are
mentioned. Apocalypse Explained n. 1001




Thursday, September 15

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up
that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will
not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in
the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from
the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy
both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold
for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground
unperceived by your Father. And even the hairs of
your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are
of more value than many sparrows. Matthew 10:26-31

All worship of God must needs begin with holy fear,
within which is the thought that God will reward the
good and punish the evil. The simple and little children
must believe this, because they do not yet apprehend
what permission is. Arcana Coelestia n. 6071.5

Friday, September 16

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before
others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in
heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also
will deny before my Father in heaven.”

Matthew 10:32-33

Frequent mention is made of the Father who is in the
heavens, and there is then meant the Divine in heaven,
thus the Good from which is heaven. Regarded in Itself
the Divine is above the heavens; but the Divine in the
heavens is the Good that is in the Truth that proceeds
from the Divine. Arcana Coelestia n. 8328

Saturday, September 17

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever
welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will
receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a
righteous person in the name of a righteous person
will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever
gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones
in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these
will lose their reward.” Matthew 10:40-42

Those who love to do truth for the sake of truth, love
the Lord, because truth is from the Lord, and the Lord
causes it to become good through their willing and
doing it, so that it becomes of the life with the man; for
truth does not become of the life until it enters the will.

Arcana Colestia n. 10683.4

KNOWLEDGE
VERSUS LOVE

Rev. Sarah Buteux

1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know
that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs
up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know
something does not yet have the necessary knowledge;
but anyone who loves God is known by him.

Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we
know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that
“there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there
may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact
there are many gods and many lords— yet for us there
is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and
for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jes